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Who is Erik Möller?

● Freelance writer, author, open source developer
● Chief Research Officer, Wikimedia Foundation
● Activities within Wikimedia:

– Member of MediaWiki development team
– Head of Wikimedia Research Network
– Founder of Wikinews
– Instigator of Wikimedia Commons 
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Wikipedia

● Wikipedia: the world's largest encyclopedia
– Over 100 languages

● English edition: 600,000 articles
● Korean still small: 10,240 articles

– Written entirely by volunteers
– Free content

● Free to download
● Free to distribute and modify, even sell
● Free of advertising
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From Wikipedia to Wikimedia

● 2001: Wikipedia is founded using simple wiki 
technology

● Rapid growth, now among 100 largest websites
● July 2003: Wikimedia Foundation is set up

– Non-profit organization
● 2002-2004: new projects are launched

– Wiktionary, Wikibooks, Wikiquote, Wikisource, 
Wikimedia Commons, Wikinews
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What are wikis?

● Pages are instantly editable
● All changes are logged
● Anyone can revert changes
● Community-elected

“sysops” maintain order
– Janitors, not editors

● Let's take a look!
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Wikinews

● Proposed by me in October 2004, vote, demo
● Launched in December 2004 in English and 

German
● Other languages: Dutch, French, Spanish, 

Swedish, Bulgarian, Polish, Portuguese, 
Romanian, Ukrainian, Serbian

● Coming up: Russian, Japanese
● Minimum support for new languages: 5 people
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Mission

● To report the news on any subject
● Key principles from Wikipedia:

– Free content
– Maximal openness
– Neutral point of view

● Difference to Wikipedia: Original reporting 
explicitly allowed
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The English edition

● More than 2000 articles written since launch
● Of these, 90 incorporate original reporting
● Typical Wikinews story is a synthesis of 

information from external sources
– News sites
– Background information (most frequently Wikipedia)

● Sources must be cited
● Reporters must publish their notes
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Growth across languages
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Content examples

● Reports from 
– Belize (civil unrest)
– Rwanda (genocide conference)
– Iran (soccer unrest, via IM)
– And most “Wikinews countries”, esp. USA, 

Germany, Poland
● Let's look at some stories



OhMyNews Forum – Seoul – June 23-26, 2005

Media experiments

● Video edition
– Was piloted, but not off the ground yet

● Print edition
– Produced daily with OpenOffice

● Audio edition
– Produced daily

● Streaming audio (Wikinews Network)
– Experimental stage
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Problem areas

● Neutral point of view
– May reduce incentive to contribute
– Works well in practice

● Review
– Reduces willingness of others to link to stories

● Usability and other technological improvements
– Easy story writing interface
– RSS and workflow automation
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Funding free journalism

● Wikinews is not a company, nobody gets paid
● Distributed funding could support research
● Some contests set up and funded by the 

community
● Shared fund for OhMyNews, Wikinews and 

others?
● Wikimedia shows that donations can work
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Collaboration

● Study each other's technology
● Share content to bootstrap communities
● Build communication channels for all citizen 

journalists
– Instant Messaging, IRC, Skype, mailing lists

● Cooperate, don't compete :-)
● We are the new media. We make our own 

rules.


